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November 4, 2022 

Dear SAU 21 Parents and Guardians, 

November has arrived, and I'm sure we are all enjoying the mild start to what 
could be a long winter.  Last Friday, I had the opportunity to play on the staff team 
against our Winnacunnet High School unified soccer team.  While the faculty team 
was soundly defeated, it was the most joyous defeat I have ever experienced.  
First, the weather was perfect for soccer. Second, and more importantly, the 
teamwork, camaraderie, and spirit of the athletes, their coaches and fans was 
contagious. I'm still smiling about it!  If you haven't had an opportunity to see 
unified sports in action, I encourage you to consider attending a future event.  
Basketball season is right around the corner, and I guarantee that you will leave 
with a smile! 

There has been a lot of media coverage recently regarding student assessment 
data post-Covid and the gaps in performance.  It is true that on a national level the 
data shows a clear gap in learning due to the pandemic.  That gap is wider for 
students who are socio-economically disadvantaged.  The picture in New 
Hampshire is less bleak than it is in much of the country.  In NH, one percent fewer 
fourth graders scored proficient in reading in 2022 than in 2019, and 6% fewer 
fourth graders scored proficient in mathematics.  The difference for 8th graders in 
NH overall was more significant with 5% fewer 8th graders scoring proficient in 
reading than in 2019 and 9% fewer scoring proficient in mathematics.  These data 
provide a snapshot, and we expect to see students close those gaps and make 
growth within our local districts.  The most important data for you is, of course, 
that of your individual child.  I would encourage you to review your child's 
assessment results and to connect with the school if you have questions or if you 
are not seeing your child continue to progress.  

Applications open on Monday for the Superintendent's Student Leadership Team.  
Students who apply and are selected for the team will work directly with me to 
bring student voice to SAU level decision-making.  Students will be able to provide 
input on goals and strategies for implementing the Portrait of a Learner later in 
the year and will weigh in on a variety of topics such as school safety, school 
community, curriculum, and opportunities for students.  We will have 
representation from Grades 7 and 8 in each of our K-8 districts as well as 
representatives from each grade at the high school.  For more information or to 
apply, click here.  

On Monday, November 14th, at 6:30 P.M., we will host a discussion about mental 
health at WHS.  Former Chief Justice of the NH Supreme Court, John Broderick, 
will join us along with student panelists and local mental health providers.  The 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/N6gk4YX26VJI_jf0MyHdyQ%7E%7E/AAAAAQA%7E/RgRlRpv2P0RqaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2F1MjEub3JnL2RlcGFydG1lbnRzL3RoZS1vZmZpY2Utb2YtdGhlLXN1cGVyaW50ZW5kZW50L3N1cGVyaW50ZW5kZW50cy1zdHVkZW50LWxlYWRlcnNoaXAtdGVhbVcHc2Nob29sbUIKY2N2aGVjxBzfoVIRbW5hZGVhdUBzYXUyMS5vcmdYBAAAAAE%7E


evening is open to all, and we encourage parents/guardians of middle and high 
school students to attend with their children.  As an added bonus, pizza will be 
available beginning at 6:00 P.M. for those attending.  Please join us if you are 
available and help us get the word out about this important conversation.  Solving 
these challenges and improving outcomes for our young people requires all of us--
schools, families, and communities. 

As noted in the first part of this letter, it's November which means the holiday 
season will quickly be upon us.  If you are in need of resources or support, please 
don't hesitate to contact your school counselor, nurse, or principal.   

Best wishes for a great November and a Happy Thanksgiving!   

Meredith 

P.S. As a reminder, there is no school on Tuesday, 11/8, due to elections or on 
Friday, 11/11 due to Veterans Day.  Thank you to our Veterans for your service!  


